
NEVARC NEWS Vol 04 Issue 10 2017  Page 1 of 24 
 

NEVARC NEWS      VK3ANE 
 

Incorporated in Victoria, 2014, Registration Number: A0061589C 
The monthly magazine of the 
North East Victoria Amateur Radio Club  www.nevarc.org.au 

 
      An affiliated club of the Wireless Institute of Australia  

 
Volume No: 04  Issue 10  October     2017 
 

Next General Meeting 
Sunday 29th October 

BBQ Lunch 11.30 
Meeting Start 12.00 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
News Bits             2 
A Stereo DAB+ Radio Receiver for under $90         11 
The Long, Stained History of Toilet Paper          14 
NEVARCH NEWES ARTICKLES           16 
Hamfest Notice             17 
Did I read that sign right?            18 
Sarcastic Humour             19 
The 5 Riddles…..             20 
IMMUTABLE LAWS            21 
Post Office             22 
What adverts really mean…           23 
NEVARC Club Profile            24 
 



NEVARC NEWS Vol 04 Issue 10 2017  Page 2 of 24 
 

NEWS BITS
VICTORIA POLICE RADIO VULNERABLE: MINISTER 
Vulnerabilities in Victoria's regional police radio system were 
exposed when a hacker interrupted the frequency during a car 
chase, attempting to 'call it off' by impersonating an officer. 
This was following an alleged attempted armed robbery of shop 
on Tuesday evening at Sale. 
The offender allegedly fled in a stolen car, also occupied by a 
woman, and police took chase. 
Police Minister Lisa Neville said it was an "appalling" act, but 
improvements to the old analogue network were already planned. 
A $12 million fully encrypted system should be fully operational 
by mid-2018. 
The duo believed to be involved in the attempted robbery were 
pursued to the nearby town of Traralgon where the woman was 
arrested.  A 21-year-old man was later arrested on the roof of a 
nearby shed.   The pair are in custody and are being questioned. 
      ~WIA 
 
CALLING FREQUENCIES  
Please QSY off the calling frequency after establishing 
communication. 
 
Australian voice calling frequencies: 
3.650, 7.090, 14.190, 21.190, 28.590, 52.160 
 
World CW calling frequencies:  
3.570, 7.030, 14.060, 18.080, 21.140, 24.910, 28.180, 50.160 
 
World voice calling frequencies:  
3.690 & 3.940 MHz, 7.090 & 7.190, 14.290, 18.140, 21.360, 
24.960, 28.390, 50.160 
 
Calling frequencies for Slow Scan TV (SSTV): 
3.630, 7.033, 14.227 
 
Calling Frequencies for PSK31 
14.070 
 
ALIEN DX? 
BLACK holes?  
Exploding stars?  
Alien engine exhausts?  
Astronomers have detected 15 weird deep-space ‘fast radio 
bursts’ — and all from the same place. 
Nobody has any idea why. Or how. 
The Breakthrough Listen project, established last year by a 
Russian billionaire, is scouring the universe for signs of 
intelligent life. These mysterious radio bursts have attracted its 
attention. 
Harvard researchers have even gone so far as to suggest the 
pulses may be ‘spill over’ from focused energy bursts used to 
propel light-sail star ships across the gulf of space. 
 
There are plenty of possible alternate — natural — explanations. 
All of them are somewhat extraordinary. 
Astronomers are in the process of whittling these options down 
through their ongoing observations. 
 
Fast radio bursts were considered rare, until recently. 
The very first was picked up by the Parkes Observatory in 
Australia. 
Once astronomers really started looking for them, they’ve been 
cropping up across the universe. 
 
But FRB121102 is odd. 
It’s the only one known to be repeating itself. 
 

 
And this would suggest to rule-out an exploding star being its 
cause. 
The Berkeley SETI Research Centre has used its Green Bank 
Telescope in West Virginia to have a good listen, capturing high-
resolution data of its radio emissions. More than 400 terabytes 
over five hours captured the 15 bursts which were emitted at 
different points in the 4 to 8GHz radio band. This will hopefully 
help them extrapolate its source. 
It could be the sound of a black hole tearing space apart. 
It could be a rapidly rotating magnetar (a neutron star, gripped by 
a powerful magnetic field). 
Or aliens. 
Whatever it is, it is coming from a remarkably humble dwarf 
galaxy about 3 billion light years away. 
And if it really was aliens? 
 
They’d probably be long since dead. 
The radio bursts were emitted when Earth was just two billion 
years old — and life here consisted of little more than a few 
single-cells. 
“Whether or not fast radio bursts turn out to be signatures of 
extraterrestrial technology, Breakthrough Listen is helping to 
push the frontiers of a new and rapidly growing area of our 
understanding of the universe around us,” said Andrew Siemion, 
director of the Berkeley SETI Research Centre and of the 
Breakthrough Listen program.   ~Internet 
 
VICTORIA POLICE TO STOP SCANNER LISTENERS 
 
Listening to analogue radio 
broadcasts used by police and 
other emergency organisations 
is coming to an end with the 
upgrading to a digital network. 
 
The long anticipated new 
technology for police in 
country Victoria starts in the 
middle of 2017, when the roll 
out begins with encrypted digital radios. The move to stop 
listeners including criminals that now can know police 
movements. The encrypted digital system has long existed in 
metropolitan Melbourne and Geelong. 
 
Under a contract the new radios will stop police communications 
being intercepted by the public in country. The contract means 
more than 8,000 radios will be provided for Victoria Police, 
Victoria State Emergency Services, Corrections Victoria and Life 
Saving Victoria. 
      ~WIA 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

NEVARC NET 
Wednesday Night    

8.00pm Start 
VK3ANE 
3565 kHz 

Net Control, Ron 
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A blowfly goes into a bar and asks: 
"Is that stool taken?" 
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ACMA FORWARD ON 5G SPECTRUM PLANNING 

 
The Australian Communications and Media Authority, at a recent 
ACMA spectrum tune-up session, proposed to accelerate the 
auction of the millimetre wave spectrum for 5G broadband. 
The meeting was attended by the communications industry 
including WIA representative Dale Hughes VK1DSH. He notes 
that the ACMA has now issued a  consultation paper on the topic. 
In particular, the ACMA wants to know if the 26 GHz band 
(24.25-27.5 GHz) should be available for 5G broadband 
purposes. 
Dale VK1DSH said the amateur service has a primary allocation 
24 to 24.05 GHz and a secondary allocation 24.05 to 24.25 GHz.  
While not directly affected by the ACMA proposal, it is possible 
there might be adjacent band interference issues. 
ACMA Acting Chairman, Richard Bean said the millimetre wave 
bands presented a great opportunity for the Australian community 
to enjoy the benefits of early uptake of new technology. 
He said that given increasing interest in that spectrum for 5G, 
both domestically and internationally, coupled with relatively 
limited incumbency, make it a likely candidate for early release. 
The ACMA usually waits on the outcome of the ITU World 
Radiocommunications Conference, but the next one is in late in 
2019.      ~WIA 
 
PARROT REPEATER: 

 
Polly? It's a cracker! 
In Lismore NSW the SARC's parrot repeater VK2SRC operates 
on 146.575 MHz.  
The 25W FM signal comes from an Omni antenna on the tower at 
their clubroom. 
It records up to 3 minutes of audio and plays it back. 
You can use it to: 
Check your 'getting out'.  
Check your own voice modulation. 
Check and set up your SSTV signals. 
Check your own digital transmissions. 
      ~WIA 
 
ELECTRIC CAR QRM 
Electric cars, or at least the charging stations, pose a greater threat 
to amateur radio than Power Line Telecommunication (PLT) also 
known as Broadband Powerline (BPL) 
The looming problem was extensively discussed at the IARU 
EMC committee meeting and there is currently no consensus 
amongst various technical bodies such as ETSI, CEPT, CIPR and 
ITU about the inference limits. 
One of the problems the committee identified is that the 
delegations who attend these meetings are not necessarily people 
experienced in radio and telecommunications and are more 
concerned about how fast these electric car batteries can be 
charged.  This is one of the aspects that will be discussed at the 

IARU Region 1 meeting with a call to mobilise national societies 
to start talking with their standard bodies. 
In IARU news we learn they are watching  wireless charging 
technology. The International Amateur Radio Union is 
considering the issue of Wireless Power Transfer (WPT) as it 
continues to prepare for the ITU World Radiocommications 
Conference in 2019 (WRC-19). 
This is subject to WRC-19 agenda item 9.1.6 that addresses the 
issue of Wireless Power Transmission (WPT) for electric 
vehicles.  

 
The agenda will consider the effect the technology will have on 
radiocommunication services and it aims to propose harmonised 
frequency ranges for WPT, which would minimise any impact on 
existing services.  
WPT technology has the potential to recharge the batteries of 
electric vehicles that are stationary, or in motion, without a direct 
electrical connection. The technology seeks to transfer energy 
using a wireless link, and this may mean the energy is received at 
multiple points. 
WPT systems are likely to operate a high power levels so have 
the possibility of causing harmful interference to 
radiocommunication. 
This needs careful consideration and there is no firm agreement 
on its potential to cause interference to existing radio spectrum 
users. 
Those promoting WPT technology are putting an emphasis on 
how fast batteries can be charged and the convenience of a 
wireless connection.  
Work on this issue has been underway at the ITU for some time 
and a report on it is available for free download. Just Google ITU 
report SM.2392-0  “Applications of wireless power transmission 
via radio frequency beam”.  This report provides a lot of 
information on WPT systems and it is currently being revised to 
include material directly relevant to WRC-19. ~WIA 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
INTERNET OF THINGS 
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We’ve heard a lot about the looming internet connectivity that 
embeds technology in an object or device, to link it to the 
connected world. A plethora of Smart Home and Smart Office 
devices come to mind. This innovation which via an app can 
make a smartphone act like a remote control. 
This is expected to change many current industries, with retailers 
among those preparing to enter a new world of competitiveness. 
But among the IoT devices comes some weird developments 
indeed. There a salt dispenser that depending on a command via a 
smartphone will give either a pinch or shake of salt. 
The L’Oreal smart hairbrush is able to harvest a great deal of data 
including a microphone to detect breaking hair and will vibrate to 
warn if too much pressure in applied. The Smart Table 
synchonises with a smartphone enabling the table top to take 
messages, videos or  surf the web – and also act as a security 
device against burglars. 
The Smart bin keeps track of what is thrown and needs replacing 
at the shop. Want you house to smell nice, then Smart Fragrance 
is the way to remotely go. A Quirky Egg Minder has LED lights 
to work out which egg should be used first. 
And baby sleeping and health monitors are already on offer. What 
about hackers you say, well, things that are connected to the 
internet can be hacked, especially if corners are cut and standards 
are ignored, as in some cheap imports.  ~ARV 
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A Stereo DAB+ Radio Receiver for under $90 
 
I built a standalone Stereo DAB+ Radio Tuner kit, years ago when DAB+ first came on to the airwaves in Melbourne. 
Recently I searched for the latest list of stations on DAB+ and got the latest list.   
However in the search was a site offering experimental development boards that had a complete SDR type DAB+ Radio for $86 
The website is http://www.monkeyboard.org/ 
They even have DAB+ board that runs on the Raspberry Pi. 
 
The circuit board comes made up, just install the software, plug in the supplied antenna, your speakers and USB cable (not supplied) 
and install the driver.  The software is downloaded from their website; I made a copy to CD, as a backup. 
After that, a once off channel scan, then listen to over 50+ stations, available in Melbourne.   
Similar pickings are in most capital cities and some regional areas. 
Of course many are not to my taste, but you have heaps to choose from. 
 
 
The DAB+ Board – A complete DAB+ Receiver – just add a PC and speakers 

 
 
What can you do with it? 
 
Build a PC controlled DAB+ FM Digital Radio with SlideShow 
Build a CAR PC DAB+ FM Digital Radio with SlideShow 
Build a standalone DAB+ FM Digital Radio  
(Requires external microcontroller) 
It also receives standard FM stations on 88MHz-108MHz 
 
Slide Show is where you can view graphic picture info 
about the station your listening to and has info like what 
song is currently playing, the next song to be played, 
whatever text they want to display, such as the weather, 
breaking news, Ads, station logo etc. 
 
Speaking of ads, compared to FM Radio, the custom DAB+ 
stations, while they have ads, seem very light on. 
Maybe because DAB+ does not have the dominance of FM 
yet, that not as much advertising is used on DAB+ 
 
Unfortunately, I am sure that will change over time! 
 

Screen shot from my PC of the ‘SlideShow’ → 
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Melbourne DAB+ enabled digital radio stations 
 
RSN Racing & Sport   
RSN Carnival   
RSN Carnival 2   
SEN 1116   
MyMP   
Smooth FM   
Nova 100   
Aussie   
Koool   
Koffee   
Light Digital   
3ZZZ Ethnic Community Radio   
3RRR Triple R   
3MBS Fine Music Digital 
3AW News Talk   
Fairfax NTS Radio   
Magic 1278   
KIIS 101.1   
Fox 101.9   
Triple M Melbourne   
Triple M Classic Rock Digital   
Gold 104.3   
The Edge   
Coles Radio   
Pure Gold ‘80s   
Pure Gold ‘90s   
Chemist Warehouse Remix   
Buddha Radio   
LoveLand Radio   
Stardust Radio   
3CR Community Radio   
3KND Kool 'n' Deadly   
SYN Nation   
PBS FM   
Vision Australia Radio 
774 ABC Melbourne   
ABC Radio National   
ABC Classic FM   
ABC NewsRadio   
ABC triple j   
ABC triple j Unearthed   
ABC Double J   
ABC Country   
ABC Jazz   
ABC Grandstand   
ABC Extra   
SBS Radio 1   
SBS Radio 2   
SBS Radio 3   
SBS Radio 4   
SBS Chill   
SBS PopAsia   
SBS PopDesi   
SBS PopAraby   
 
These transmit, vertically polarized, from the Melbourne TV towers at Mount Dandenong, RF power at 12,500 Watts. 
 
Frequencies used are; 
 
202.928 MHz Mount Dandenong, ATV-10 Tower 
204.640 MHz Mount Dandenong, ATV-10 Tower 
206.352 MHz Mount Dandenong, ABV-2 Tower 
 
 
Using a wavelength chart, DAB+ transmits on a wavelength of 1.46 meters. 
Standard FM broadcasting on 88.0 MHz to 108.0 MHz is in the 3 meter band. 
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The supplied indoor antenna is all I use and get all the DAB+ stations perfectly, 
with about 25 to 40 % signal strength.  Less than 22% and it fully cuts out. 
An outdoor antenna would have them S9+ as they say… 
 
The supplied antenna is a telescopic type with a small magnetic mount. 
Mine is in the shack, on top on my VSWR meter case. 
The extended length is 33cm. 
 
The software is downloaded from their website, installed usage is 5 Mb. 
With the radio operating CPU usage is less than 1%, so it is not PC resource 
hungry. 
But if your PC is multitasking on many other things the audio becomes garbled. 
 

 
 
 
The DAB+ board ‘hanging’ by its cables under test until it is housed in a case → 
 
In my opinion, the audio is very good.  Moving the antenna cable you are able to 
distort or drop out the signal, but my setup is rough and temporary. 
An outside antenna will be better, even a coat hanger wire would do. 
 
Using wavelength of 1.46 meters, a vertical dipole with 730mm elements would 
suffice.   
DAB+ in Melbourne is transmitted vertically polarized. 
 
For $86 and stereo I think its quite good. 
 
Digital radio was introduced to the world since the early 2000s.  
More recently a push is gaining momentum to try to get listeners to switch over 
to digital. 
 
Nearly all AM/FM stations who simulcast on DAB+ will incur a delay of up to 7 
seconds for the digital version. This is because the transmitter must encode the 
audio and 'buffer' a few seconds of it before being sent to the transmitter and the 
receiver also needs to hold its own buffer of 1 - 2 seconds. Only a rare few 
stations deliberately delay the analogue signal so both analogue and DAB signals 
will be in better sync. 
 
Because DAB uses VHF, signal propagation only allows for local listening, unlike medium wave. VHF communications generally 
require a near-line-of-sight path for a good useable signal, and more so for digital modes. It is near impossible to listen to a distant 
DAB+ signal. 
 
When a DAB+ transmitter fails, it takes all the stations on the multiplex with it. With some DAB transmitters cramming up to 20 
stations onto the one multiplex, a transmitter failure can cause widespread disruption. Whereas in analogue radio, a failure of a 
transmitter would only cause an outage for the affected station. All other stations would still be on air. 
With several popular radio stations being designated as 'official information stations' in the event of natural disasters (e.g. bushfires), 
switching off analogue transmissions is highly dangerous and could potentially risk lives. If a DAB transmitter fails during such an 
emergency, the public could be left in the dark if they cannot receive broadcasts of vital safety information. 
 
'Crystal Sets' were one of the first easy to build AM radio receivers that an electronics hobbyist could construct. When all radio 
stations move to DAB, such a thing will not be possible. This will lead to the erosion of the electronics and radio hobby. More and 
more people will simply take radio for granted, rather than have an interest in the underlying circuits that make them work. 
 
Well there is much more, both for and against DAB+ but for me its something new, stable to copy, has a wider station choice than FM 
and far less advertising, with many having no advertising at all. 
 
 
           ~Mick VK3CH 
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The Long, Stained History of Toilet Paper 
 
It may surprise you to learn that widespread use of toilet paper is a fairly recent thing 
— less than 200 years old. So, what did people do before that? 
 
They used leaves, rocks, sticks, mud, clay, corncobs, snow, or any other objects that 
could be used for wiping, or (ouch) scraping. In ancient Roman times, it was common 
for people to use a shared stick with a sponge at the tip. Thankfully, between uses, the 
sponge was soaked in very salty water, which helped to inhibit bacterial growth. 
 
Still, toilet paper is not a new invention. As with so many other firsts, it was the Chinese who dreamed up the dandy idea of sweeping 
away doo-doo with good old paper. And they did so all the way back in the 6th century C.E. The Chinese invented paper itself in the 
1st century C.E., using the pulp of mulberry trees. 
 
We don't know the name of the man who invented toilet paper, but by the 6th century, a court official was opining that, "Paper on 
which there are quotations or commentaries from the Five Classics ... I dare not use for toilet purposes." By the 14th century, a million 
packets of toilet paper — each with between 1,000 and 10,000 sheets — were being produced in just one Chinese province. 
 
Apparently, this Chinese invention of toilet paper never caught on in Europe at the time. Rich people used cloth or hemp to clean 
themselves. The poor used rags, leaves or their own hands. King Henry VIII had a designated "Groom of the Stool", and the job 
responsibilities were exactly what you think. 
 
The rise in newspaper publishing in the 1700s provided a ready cheap source of paper for taking care of your business. And in the 
1800s, Americans commonly used pages from the Old Farmer's Almanac and Sears Roebuck catalogs to clean themselves, although 
Sears received many complaints once it switched to glossy pages. The Almanac even had a hole punched in the corner, making it easy 
to hang in an outhouse. It took a very long time for toilet paper to be available for purchase and even longer for people to see a need to 
buy it. 
 
The Evolution in TP Technology 
 
It all started with a guy named Joseph Gayetty, an entrepreneur who saw a clean business opening unlike any other. In the 1850s, he 
began selling boxed sheets of a hemp-based paper product that was infused with aloe, which he marketed as a hemorrhoid preventer. 
 
He found limited success with his product, called "Gayetty's Medicated Paper" (50 cents for 500 sheets), in large part because people 
were so used to using the free catalogs. It also didn't help that the subject was taboo — no self-respecting man would ever go to a 
store and ask for a product meant to wipe poop from their nether regions. 
 
Another three decades passed before boxed toilet paper made the revolutionary leap to rolls thanks to Scott Paper, which pioneered 
the concept in 1890. Yet because of the aforementioned cultural poo taboos, the company refused to be associated with the product, 
leveraging the names of its partners instead. 
 
Less than a decade later, another innovation rolled in — perforations, which made it much easier to neatly tear away single sheets 
instead of ripping apart the roll. Why is TP perforated in squares that are just 4 inches (10 centimeters) long? Well, the product has 
plenty of uses other than bum wiping, such as lipstick blotting and nose cleaning, which don't require 12-inch-long sheets. 
 
Even with the advent of rolls, the paper itself still needed some improvement. It was coarse and rough, very unlike today's cushy 
versions. Consider this: Until the 1930s, it was still common practice to market TP as "splinter-free." Suddenly, rocks and snow don't 
seem like such bad options after all, do they? 
 
Early rolled toilet paper was just a single layer, meaning you had to fold it over a few times or risk seriously soiling your hand. In 
1942, St. Andrews Paper Mill in England created the first two-layer or two-ply TP. These days, of course, you can find toilet paper in 
two-ply or even four-ply form. 
 
So, with all the discomfort around the concept of cleansing our bums, how did toilet paper ever roll into the lives of everyday folks? 
Two words: indoor plumbing.  Around the turn of the 20th century, Americans were finally getting consistent access to indoor 
plumbing and flushing toilets. Suddenly, catalogue pages and newspapers weren't feasible options for wiping — and flushing — 
unless you were cool with clogged toilets. Enter toilet paper. 
 
As you probably know from personal experience, modern toilet paper comes in a wide range of quality and construction, but it's all 
similar in that it's made to degrade easily in a septic system. Most TP is made from tree pulp, water, and bleach, as well as chemicals 
that extract fibers, making the paper cushier and less coarse. 
 
Manufacturers often use a blend of soft- and hardwood (oak, maple or gum) trees. The trees are shredded into chips to make them 
easier to handle, and then the chips are fed into a big digester, which is essentially a large pressure cooker that breaks the woody 
material down into wood pulp. Then, the pulp is cleaned and bleached to remove colour. 
The pulp is mixed with water, and together, the materials create a basic paper stock. The mixture is pressed onto a large screen, which 
drains off the water, leaving behind a nice white paper product. Large metal blades scrape the paper from the screen, and then the 
paper is spooled onto rolls. Finally, a machine cuts the rolls and perforates the paper. 
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Industrial-grade toilet paper, like the kind found in prisons or your work office, contains more fibres, which equals a coarser texture, 
and it's almost always thinner, too — so you need more to do the job. 
 
Recycled toilet paper, which makes up only 2 percent of TP sales, is processed differently. Instead of trees, manufacturers gather 
together different kinds of used paper. Then, they remove inks and colours from that paper before beginning the creation process. Due 
to its recycle-paper origins, the end product is not a nice, uniform white colour. It's also made of longer fibres, which as you already 
know, are coarser and not as comfortable. 
 
Regardless of whether it comes from virgin trees or recycled sources, toilet paper has shorter fibers than, say, facial tissues or paper 
towels. Those short fibers are the key to making TP more flushable and faster-decomposing than most paper products. It's a fine line 
between making the fibers too short, though, because those papers tend to be noticeably flimsier. 
 
Even with modern TP's flushable design, in many places, you still can't flush the paper. Instead, it has to be placed into a trash 
receptacle' because some weaker plumbing systems may clog too easily. 
 
Then there's the matter of colour. The majority of American toilet paper is plain white. But back in the 1970s, manufacturers churned 
out rolls in a rainbow of colours, from blue, to yellow, to pink, letting homeowners coordinate all aspects of their bathrooms. 
 
So why isn't toilet paper still offered in pretty hues? Because the dyes used were linked to potential health concerns, such as cervical 
cancer and inflammation in the nether regions. Suddenly, colour coordination seemed much less important than staying healthy. Dyes 
also slow the decomposition rate of TP, which is a very bad thing, particularly in places with less-than-powerful plumbing. It's also 
worth pointing out that dyes add to the expense of manufacturing, which would be passed along to the customer. 
 
The same concept applies to aromatized papers — the scented versions are rare because some claim they irritate people's behinds. 
However, scented and colored TP is very popular in countries like Mexico and France and presumably these places are not overrun 
with anal issues. Not to mention doesn't bleached white toilet paper have the possibility for bum irritation too? 
 
Should Toilet Paper Hang Over or Under? 
 
There is a TP controversy that roils the U.S. cesspool waters more than any other. And that, is 
whether to hang the roll so that the paper flows "over" or "under." 
 
In 1891, a man named Seth Wheeler, of Albany Perforated Wrapping Paper Company, submitted a 
patent for the first perforated toilet paper on a roll. The illustration included with the patent clearly 
showed the paper being fed from the "over" position.  
And that should have settled the issue once and for all. 
 
However, the underhand orientation has some nice benefits, too. It often thwarts curious toddlers 
and pets that would otherwise yank on the paper just for fun. It's also kind of nice from an aesthetic perspective, as the loose end can 
be hidden from view.  On the other hand, the overhand orientation makes it extremely easy to find the end of the paper so that you can 
start pulling. It's also clear that manufacturers intend for the product to be used in this manner — otherwise, their fancy imprints won't 
be as obvious to the user.  Speaking of fancy patterns in your toilet paper, do they serve a purpose? They do fluff up the paper a bit 
and make it more absorbent. And the patterns, sometimes called "ornamentation," do help companies differentiate their products from 
competitors. They also, you know, make your feel fancy while you are participating in a decidedly inelegant activity. 
 
Is the Future TP Free? 
 
Could we envision a future where toilet paper is seldom used? It may be hard to imagine, but some critics have been concerned about 
the millions of trees felled each year to make toilet paper and say changes should be made. But what kind? 
 
The first thing to remember is that toilet paper use is not universal. Bathroom customs vary widely around the world. In many places, 
particularly in developing countries, it's still common for some people to wipe with whatever's handy, although others will use toilet 
paper.  In Muslim countries, people cleanse with water. It's part of the Muslim faith, which says the anus must be washed after 
defecating. People often use a small hand-held container that looks like a watering can (called a lota) for this job — or the toilet may 
be equipped with a handheld sprayer. Some people follow up by drying with toilet paper. 
 
In Japan, the Toto Washlet reigns supreme — this is a specially designed toilet with a self-cleaning wand and a remote control.  
By pressing the right buttons on the remote, the adjustable wand will shoot up a spray of water that cleanses you in all the right spots. 
The Washlet also has features that allow you to dry and/or heat your bum. (Some experts say water is the best way to clean yourself, 
even better than paper.) 
 
A less-expensive, but also environmentally friendly method is to use recycled cloths (aka "family cloth"). You cut up squares of old 
flannel sheets or towels and keep them in a pile by the toilet. After each use, they're dumped in a bucket half-filled with vinegar (to 
keep odours down) next to the toilet. Every few days, the bucket is tipped into the washing machine with a strong solution of bleach 
and detergent. 
 
Sounds gross? Proponents say it's no worse than laundering baby diapers. 
Replacing toilet paper with any of these alternatives would require a cultural shift of porcelain-shattering proportions.  
For now, TP is here to stay.          ~Internet 
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NEVARCH NEWES ARTICKLES 
 
 
 

Writting Artickles for NEVARCH NEWES 
 

 
NEVARCH NEWES is always after ground braking artickles to  

keep it’s' memebers abreast of teknologee.  
Please send in yore artickles but follow the following guide lions: 

 
1. Don’t use no double negatives. 

 
2. Make each pronoun agree with their antecedent, 

 
3. Join clauses good, like a conjunction should. 

 
4. About them sentence fragments. 

 
5. When dangling, Watch the participles. 

 
6. Verbs has to agree with the subject. 

 
7. Just between you and i, case is important, too. 

 
8. Don‘t write run-on sentences they are hard to read. 

 
9. Don‘t use commas, which are not necessary‘ 

 
10.Try to not ever split infmitives. 

 
11. Its important to use your apostrophe’s correctly. 

 
12. Proofread your writing to see if you any Words out 
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Southern Peninsula Amateur Radio Club Hamfest 

 

Sunday 12th November 
 

Eastbourne Primary School Auditorium 
Allambi Avenue, Rosebud Vic.  

 
(Mel. 169 K5, follow signs from Boneo Rd.) 

Located on Victoria's beautiful Mornington Peninsula 
 

Talk in on VK3RSP (146.675) from 8 AM 
 

FEATURING: 
 

Technical forums - Traders - Pre-Loved Gear Sales, Components, Antennae 
Great Door Prizes - Ham Radio Vehicles - Demonstrations - Talk-in from 8:00 am 
Emergency Services Comms Display - Free Tables available for Club Promotions 

 
RadioFest is Fully Catered and Undercover 

 
Food Sales, Show & Tell, Pre-Entry Tickets from 8:00 am, 

Main Doors open 9:30 am 
Entry $6.00 - Children under 12 admitted free 

 
 
 
 

BARG Hamvention 2017 
 
 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 
10:00 start 

Ballarat Greyhound racetrack 

 
BARG (Ballarat Amateur Radio Group) is holding their annual Hamvention on  

Sunday 5th of November at the greyhound racing track facilities, Rubicon St, Redan, Ballarat. 
Admission is still $6.00 (under 16 free) 



NEVARC NEWS Vol 04 Issue 10 2017  Page 18 of 24 
 

Did I read that sign right? 
 
 
 
In an office: 
TOILET OUT OF ORDER....... PLEASE USE FLOOR BELOW 
 
In a Laundromat: 
AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN THE 
LIGHT GOES OUT 
 
In a London department store: 
BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS 
 
In an office: 
WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING IT 
BACK OR FURTHER STEPS WILL BE TAKEN 
 
In an office: 
AFTER TEA BREAK STAFF SHOULD EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND UPSIDE DOWN 
ON THE DRAINING BOARD 
 
Outside a second-hand shop: 
WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING - BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES, ETC. WHY NOT BRING 
YOUR WIFE ALONG AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN? 
 
Notice in health food shop window: 
CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS 
 
Spotted in a safari park: 
ELEPHANTS PLEASE STAY IN YOUR CAR 
 
Seen during a conference: 
FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CHILDREN AND DOESN'T KNOW IT, THERE IS A DAY CARE 
ON THE 1ST FLOOR 
 
Notice in a farmer's field: 
THE FARMER ALLOWS WALKERS TO CROSS THE FIELD FOR FREE, BUT THE BULL 
CHARGES. 
 
On a repair shop door: 
 
WE CAN REPAIR ANYTHING. (PLEASE KNOCK HARD ON THE DOOR - THE BELL 
DOESN'T WORK). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NEVARC NEWS Vol 04 Issue 10 2017  Page 19 of 24 
 

Sarcastic Humour 
 
Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation toward the local swimming pool.  
I gave him a glass of water. 
 
I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather..  
Not screaming and yelling like the passengers in his car. 
 
If I had a dollar for every girl that found me unattractive, they would eventually find me attractive. 
 
I find it ironic that the colours red, white, and blue stand for freedom until they are flashing behind 
you. 
 
When wearing a bikini, women reveal 90 % of their body... men are so polite they only look at the 
covered parts. 
 
A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight, live longer than the men who 
mention it. 
 
Relationships are a lot like algebra. Have you ever looked at your X and wondered Y? 
 
America is a country which produces citizens who will cross the ocean to fight for democracy but 
won't cross the street to vote. 
 
You know that tingly feeling you get when your attracted to someone?  
That's your common sense leaving your body. 
 
Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to 
stand on the very edge of the pool and throw them fish? 
 
My therapist says I have a preoccupation with vengeance. We'll see about that. 
 
I think my neighbour is stalking me as she's been googling my name on her computer.  
I saw it through my telescope last night. 
 
Strong people don't put others down.  
They lift them up and slam them on the ground for maximum damage. 
 
Money talks... but all mine ever says is good-bye. 
 
You're not fat, you're just... easier to see. 
 
If you think nobody cares whether you're dead or alive, try missing a couple of payments. 
 
 
Ray and Bob, two Government maintenance guys, were standing at the base of a flagpole, looking up. 
A woman walked by and asked what they were doing. 
"We're supposed to find the height of the flagpole”, said Bob, "But we don't have a ladder." 
The woman said, "Hand me that wrench out of your toolbox." 
She loosened a few bolts, then laid the pole down. 
She then took a tape measure from their toolbox, took a measurement and announced, "Eighteen feet, six inches" and 
walked away. 
Ray shook his head and laughed. "Well, ain't that just like a 'Miss-know-it-all' woman?" he said. "We need the height and 
she gives us the length!" 
Ray and Bob are still working for the Government. 
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The 5 Riddles….. 
 
 

1. A murderer is condemned to death. He has to choose between three rooms. 
The first is full of raging fires, the second is full of assassins with loaded guns and the 
third is full of lions that haven't eaten in 3 years. 
Which room is safest for him? 
 
2. A woman shoots her husband. Then she holds him under water for over 5 minutes. 
Finally, she hangs him. But 5 minutes later they both go out together and enjoy a 
wonderful dinner together. How can this be? 
 
3. What is black when you buy it, red when you use it, and grey when you throw it 
away? 
 
4. Can you name three consecutive days without using the words Wednesday, Friday, 
or Sunday? 
 
5. This is an unusual paragraph. I'm curious as to just how quickly you can find out 
what is so unusual about it. It looks so ordinary and plain that you would think nothing 
was wrong with it. In fact, nothing is wrong with it! It is highly unusual though. Study it 
and think about it, but you still may not find anything odd. But if you work at it a bit, you 
might find out. 
Try to do so without any coaching! 
 
 
 
THE ANSWERS TO ALL FIVE THE RIDDLES ARE BELOW (No Peeping!): 
 
 
Answers: 
 
1. The third room. Lions that haven't eaten in three years are dead. 
That one was easy, right? 
 
2. The woman was a photographer. She shot a picture of her husband, developed it, 
and hung it up to dry (shot; held under water; and hung). 
 
3. Charcoal, as it is used in barbecuing. 
 
4. Sure you can name three consecutive days, yesterday, today, and tomorrow! 
 
5. The letter "e" which is the most common letter used in the English language does 
not appear even once in the paragraph. 
 
How did you do? 
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IMMUTABLE LAWS 
 
 
1. Law of Mechanical Repair 
After your hands become coated with grease, your nose will begin to itch and you'll have to pee. 
 
2. Law of Gravity 
Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will roll to the least accessible place in the universe. 
 
3. Law of Probability 
The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act. 
 
4. Law of Random Numbers 
If you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal; someone always answers. 
 
5. Variation Law 
If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one you were in will always move faster than the one you are in now. 
 
6. Law of the Bath 
When the body is fully immersed in water, the telephone will ring. 
 
7. Law of Close Encounters 
The probability of meeting someone you know INCREASES dramatically when you are with someone you don't want to 
be seen with. 
 
8. Law of the Result 
When you try to prove to someone that a machine won't work, IT WILL!!! 
 
9. Law of Biomechanics 
The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach. 
 
10. Law of the Theatres and Sports Arenas_– 
At any event, the people whose seats are furthest from the aisle, always arrive last. They are the ones who will leave their 
seats several times to go for food, beer, or the toilet and who leave early before the end of the performance or the game 
is over. The folks in the aisle seats come early, never move once, have long gangly legs or big bellies and stay to the 
bitter end of the performance. The aisle people also are very surly folk. 
 
11. The Coffee Law 
As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, your boss will ask you to do something which will last until the coffee is 
cold. 
 
12. Murphy's Law of Lockers 
If there are only 2 people in a locker room, they will have adjacent lockers. 
 
13. Law of Physical Surfaces 
The chances of an open-faced jelly sandwich landing face down on a floor are directly correlated to the newness and cost 
of the carpet or rug. 
 
14. Law of Logical Argument 
Anything is possible IF you don't know what you are talking about. 
 
15. Law of Physical Appearance 
If the clothes fit, they're ugly. 
 
16. Law of Public Speaking 
A CLOSED MOUTH GATHERS NO FEET! 
 
17. Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy 
As soon as you find a product that you really like, they will stop making it OR the store will stop selling it! 
 
18. Doctors' Law 
If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor, by the time you get there, you'll feel better.  
But don't make an appointment and you'll stay sick. 
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Post Office 
 

 
 
There was a guy who worked for the Post Office whose job was to process all the mail that had 
illegible addresses. One day, a letter came addressed in a shaky handwriting to God with no actual 
address. He thought he should open it to see what it was about. 
 
 
The letter read: 
 
Dear God, 
I am an 86 year old widow, living on a very small pension. Yesterday someone stole my purse. It had 
$100 in it, which was all the money I had until my next pension payment. 
Next Sunday is Christmas, and I had invited two of my friends over for dinner. Without that money, I 
have nothing to buy food with, have no family to turn to, and you are my only hope. 
Can you please help me? 
Sincerely, Edna 
 
 
The postal worker was touched.  
He showed the letter to all the other workers.  
Each one dug into his or her wallet and came up with a few dollars.  
By the time he made the rounds, he had collected $96, which they put into an envelope and sent to 
the woman. 
The rest of the day, all the workers felt a warm glow thinking of Edna and the dinner she would be 
able to share with her friends. 
Christmas came and went.  
A few days later, another letter came from the same old lady to God.  
All the workers gathered around while the letter was opened. 
 
 
It read: 
 
Dear God, 
How can I ever thank you enough for what you did for me?  
Because of your gift of love, I was able to fix a glorious dinner for my friends.  
We had a very nice day and I told my friends of your wonderful gift to me. 
By the way, there was $4 missing.  
I think it might have been those bastards at the Post Office. 
 
Sincerely, 
Edna 
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What adverts really mean… 
 
 
 
EXCLUSIVE - Imported product. 
 
UNMATCHED - Almost as good as the competition. 
 
FOOLPROOF OPERATION - No provision for adjustments. 
 
ADVANCED DESIGN - The advertising agency doesn't understand it. 
 
IT'S HERE AT LAST - Rush job. Nobody knew it was coming. 
 
FIELD TESTED - Manufacturer lacks test equipment. 
 
HIGH ACCURACY - Unit on which all parts fit. 
 
FUTURISTIC - No other reason why it looks the way it does. 
 
REDESIGNED - Previous flaws fixed - we hope. 
 
DIRECT SALES ONLY - Factory had a big argument with distributor. 
 
YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT - We finally got one to work. 
 
BREAKTHROUGH - We finally figured out a use for it. 
 
MAINTENANCE FREE - Impossible to fix. 
 
MEETS ALL STANDARDS - Ours, not yours. 
 
SOLID-STATE - Heavy as hell. 
 
HIGH RELIABILITY - We made it work long enough to ship it. 
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President, VK2VU, Gary 
Treasurer, VK3FTHS, Terry 
Secretary, Judy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All correspondence addressed to the SECRETARY:  
PO BOX 30 SPRINGHURST VIC 3682 secretary@nevarc.org.au   
 

 
 
 

NEVARC CLUB PROFILE 
 

History 
The North East Victoria Amateur Radio Club (NEVARC) formed in 2014. 
As of the 7th August 2014, Incorporated, Registered Incorporation number A0061589C.   
NEVARC is an affiliated club of the Wireless Institute of Australia. 
 
Meetings 
Meetings details are on the club website, check for latest scheduled details. 
Meetings held at the Springhurst Community hall, located in Anzac Road, Springhurst, just near the CFA Fire Station. 
A map at http://nevarc.org.au/meetings.html  
Map also on the WIA Victorian clubs page at http://www.wia.org.au/clubs/vk3/NorthEastVictoriaAmateurRadioClubInc/ 
 
Benefits 
To provide the opportunity for Amateur Radio Operators and Short Wave Listeners to enhance their hobby through 
interaction with other Amateur Radio Operators and Short Wave Listeners.  Free technology and related presentations, 
sponsored construction activities, discounted (and sometimes free) equipment, network of likeminded radio and 
electronics enthusiasts.  Excellent club facilities and environment, ample car parking.    NEVARC host a weekly 80-meter 
Net, under the club station callsign of VK3ANE. 
 
Club Nets 
 
40 Meter Net – 7.105 MHz - VK3MRH 
Every Morning on 7.105 MHz, Ron VK3MRH runs his Net starting 10.15am or 10.30am during daylight savings 
 
80 Meter Net – 3.565 MHz - VK3ANE 
NEVARC Net operates on 3.565 MHz at 8.30pm every Wednesday.   
If QRM frequency may change.  Check the club website for latest details. 
 
Website: www.nevarc.org.au        Postal: NEVARC   PO Box 30   SPRINGHURST VIC   3685 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All editors’ comments and other opinions in submitted articles may not always represent the opinions of the committee or the members 
of NEVARC, but published in spirit, to promote interest and active discussion on club activities and the promotion of Amateur Radio.   
Contributions to NEVARC News are always welcome from members. 
Email attachments of Word™, Plain Text, Excel™, PDF™ and JPG are all acceptable. 
You can post material to the Post Office Box address at the top of this page, or email secretary@nevarc.org.au 
Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you require your submission notes returned. 
Email attachments not to exceed 5 Mb in file size.  If you have more than 5 Mb, then send it split, in several emails to us. 
Attachments of (or thought to be) executable code or virulently affected emails will not be opened. 
Other persons or radio clubs may edit or copy out such as they like from the magazine but a reference to NEVARC News is 
appreciated, except copyrighted (©) material or as otherwise indicated.   
Other articles credited to outside sources should ask for their permission if they are used. 
While we strive to be accurate, no responsibility taken for errors, omissions, or other perceived deficiencies, in respect of information 
contained in technical or other articles.   
Any dates, times and locations given for upcoming events please check with a reliable source closer to the event. 
This is particularly true for pre-planned outdoor activities affected by adverse weather etc. 
The club website www.nevarc.org.au has current information on planned events and scheduled meeting dates. 
You can get the WIA News sent to your inbox each week by simply clicking a link and entering your email address found at 
www.wia.org.au  The links for either text email or MP3 voice files are there as well as Podcasts and Twitter.  This WIA service is FREE. 
 


